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REPORT. 


To  forecast  the  future,  and  to  make  provision  for  its 
exigencies  before  their  actual  approach,  is  one  of  the 
distinctive  attributes  of  rational  man.  To  prepare,  not 
with  the  blind  instinct  of  general  apprehension,  but  with 
a  far-seeing,  and  as  it  were,  almost  prophetic  sagacity,  for 
the  chances  and  changes  of  our  transitory  existence  while 
they  are  as  yet  unborn,  is  surely  one  of  the  most  triumph¬ 
ant  victories  of  the  human  mind.  Amid  the  scenery  of 
happiness  it  behoves  us  “to  watch  for  the  shadow,”  since 
the  evening  and  the  morning  meet  to  make  the  day.  In  the 
strong  hour  of  success,  it  would  be  our  wisdom  to  make 
ready  for  the  failure  and  misfortune  which  are  the  common 
heritage  of  man ;  and  in  the  time  of  health  and  strength, 
there  can  be  no  sounder  prudence  than  to  prepare  for  the 
sudden  or  gradual  access  of  disease  and  decay.  In  the 
art  of  medicine  itself,  it  is  better  to  fortify  and  prevent, 
than  even  to  alleviate  and  heal.  Neither  is  it  alien  to  the 
duties  of  the  medical  profession  that  its  members,  as  faith¬ 
ful  citizens  of  the  state,  should  devote  themselves  to  the 


moral  amelioration  of  their  fellow  men.  In  the  course  of 
their  professional  contact  with  the  lowlier  ranks  their  aim 
and  purpose  should  ever  be  to  foster  habits  of  integrity, 
providence,  and  manly  exertion ;  to  repress  every  resort 
to  wilful  pauperism,  and  all  reliance  on  the  casual  com¬ 
passion  of  charitable  aid.  If  the  medical  practitioner  can 
arouse  the  labouring  classes  to  create  among  their  own 
resources  a  fund  of  succour  for  the  prospective  necessities 
of  accident  or  disease,  he  will  have  preserved  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  valuable  patients,  and  sustained  the  dignity 
and  honour  of  his  own  profession. 

Influenced  by  these  and  similar  suggestions,  the  Ma¬ 
naging  Council  of  the  London  Society,  embodied  to 
PROMOTE  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  PROVIDENT  DIS¬ 
PENSARIES,  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  their  Patrons 
and  Subscribers  a  general  Report  of  its  progress  during 
the  year  1850. 

The  aim  and  purpose  of  the  Society  has  been,  and  will 
be,  to  commend  and  to  establish,  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom,  their  system  of  medical  relief,  for  that  very 
large  proportion  of  the  lowly  industrial  classes,  whose 
resources  and  manner  of  life  render  them  superior  to  the 
necessity  of  pauperized  assistance.  In  furtherance  of  this 
object  it  has  been  elected  as  an  essential  element  of  the 
Society,  that  all  persons  who  claim  the  benefit  of  its  sys¬ 
tem  should  contribute  to  its  funds.  By  such  limited  but 
regular  contributions,  it  has  been  found  practicable  to 
maintain,  with  adequate  and  efficient  success,  these  dis¬ 
pensaries  on  self-aiding  principles  ;  and  to  strike  the  line 
between  the  encouragement  of  pauperism  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  degradation  of  the  medical  profession  on  the  other. 

We  attempt  with  all  discretion  so  to  blend  and  reconcile 
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the  aidance  of  the  poor  with  the  sympathy  of  the  rich,  that 
we  would  neither  pauperise  the  labourer  nor  lower  the 
medical  man.  Let  us  conceive  the  former  to  be  the 
soldier  or  the  sailor,  with  a  tribute  levied  for  sanitary  pur¬ 
poses  on  his  pay,  according  to  his  rank ;  and  the  latter  to 
be  the  official  surgeon  to  the  regiment  or  the  ship-of-war, 
and  you  have  our  system  at  once  before  you,  illustrated 
by  a  common  usage  of  public  and  ordinary  life.  Or  we 
might  regard  every  self-reliant  dispensary  as  a  medical 
insurance  office  to  meet  the  casualties  of  health  and  dis¬ 
ease.  Its  members  will  either  derive  the  sure  advantage 
of  medical  attendance  in  accident  or  malady,  or  they  will 
exult  in  the  more  valuable  alternative  of  unassisted 
health. 

It  has  been  one  of  the  discoveries  of  experience,  in 
various  cities  in  this  kingdom,  that  persons  dependent 
upon  manual  labour  for  their  maintenance,  yet  rescued  by 
their  own  industry  from  the  apathy  of  pauperism,  will  at 
all  times  more  highly  appreciate  that  medical  aidance 
which  is  obtained  in  whatsoever  degree  by  their  own 
exertions,  than  that  which  is  conceded  to  them  as  a  charity 
or  an  alms.  The  professional  attendant  is,  in  their  phraseo¬ 
logy,  “not  the  parish  doctor,”  but  “their  own  medical 
man by  providence  and  economy  they  have  secured  for 
themselves  and  their  children,  sanitary  succour  whereon  to 
rely,  and  that  advantage  is  the  more  valuable,  because  of 
the  personal  sacrifices  which  they  have  made  to  win  it. 

It  has  also  become  apparent  to  your  Council  that  the 
establishment  of  these  dispensaries  will  terminate  that 
pernicious  and  fatal  resort,  once  so  usual,  to  the  quackery 
and  pretension  of  unauthorised  persons :  their  victims  are 
no  longer  common  among  the  simple  minded  poor.  Herein 
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too  an  indirect  advantage  will  accrue  to  professional  men 
— -for  many  of  the  disreputable  encroachments  of  empiricism 
will  be  discouraged  and  withdrawn. 

It  was  to  found  and  to  sustain  views  of  this  generous 
and  salutary  kind,  that  a  preliminary  meeting  of  the 
promoters  of  the  Society  was  first  convened  at  their 
present  offices  (33,  Edward  Street,  Portman  Square),  on 
the  2nd  day  of  April  in  the  last  year;  and  under  the 
presidency  of  Dr.  Daniell,  an  assemblage  of  distinguished 
members  of  the  medical  profession  was  held.  A  discussion 
full  of  interest  ensued,  wherein  Dr.  Forbes— -whose  name 
is  so  illustrious  in  the  literature  of  medicine — fortified 
by  his  able  advocacy  the  principles  whereon  Mr.  Smith, 
of  Southam,  founded  these  Societies. 

A  paper  was  also  read  by  your  Secretary  in  further 
detail ;  and  the  result  of  the  plain  exposition  of  the 
advantages  inherent  in  the  system  of  these  dispensaries 
was,  that  the  name  of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl 
Spencer  was  forthwith  vouchsafed  to  us  as  the  President 
of  the  London  Society.  Other  eminent  Patrons  were  in 
rapid  succession  enrolled  as  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the 
Institution,  and  the  printed  catalogue  of  these,  was,  and 
is  in  itself,  an  eloquent  guarantee  of  the  sound  and  salu¬ 
tary  principles  of  that  body  over  which  they  have  conde¬ 
scended  to  preside. 

A  general  council,  large  in  number  and  potent  in  in¬ 
fluence  and  name,  was  constituted  to  represent  the  whole 
Society,  by  the  selection  of  a  great  number  of  the  most 
eminent  members  of  the  medical  profession  for  that 
office.  Out  of  these  was  chosen  and  constituted  a 
Council  of  Management  to  conduct  the  usual  details, 
and  to  direct  the  ordinary  affairs  of  the  Society,  and  at 
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the  same  time,  Thomas  D.  Hawker,  Esq.,  was  appointed 
Secretary. 

And  here  be  it  understood,  in  correction  of  possible 
mistake,  that  in  the  stead  of  the  name  “  Self-supporting 
Dispensaries ,”  a  term  which  appears  to  have  induced 
erroneous  conceptions  of  the  Society  itself,  it  has  been 
duly  resolved  that  the  Institutions  about  to  be  established 
shall  be  entitled  “  Provident  Dispensaries ,”  although  the 
authorised  statements  which  have  emanated  from  the 
London  Society  have  always  distinctly  announced  the 
necessity  of  Donations  and  Subscriptions  from  Honorary 
Members  in  augmentation  of  the  payments  compulsory 
on  all  who  seek  our  medical  relief. 

The  next  public  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  on  the 
29th  of  July,  1850,  at  the  Hanover-square  Rooms,  when 
the  chair  was  taken  by  Benjamin  Bond  Cabbell,  Esq.,  M.P., 
and  the  sanction  of  his  discriminative  patronage  was  fully 
bestowed  on  these  Institutions. 

On  this  occasion  the  proceedings  were  fraught  with 
grave  advantages  to  the  London  Society.  Deputations 
attended  from  Northampton,  Burton-on-Trent,  Derby,  and 
Coventry,  and  their  report  was  unequivocal  as  to  the 
success  and  efficiency  of  dispensaries  long  established  in 
those  towns,  variously  modified  in  accordance  with  local 
exigency,  but  still  in  general  coherence  with  the  original 
principles  and  plan  of  the  founder,  Mr.  Smith.  The  seal 
of  conclusive  experience  was  set  by  their  testimony  on  the 
most  sanguine  expectations  of  the  friends  of  these  dispen¬ 
saries  then  assembled.  But,  beyond  all  cavil  and  doubt, 
was  the  actual  experience  and  practice  of  the  founder 
himself,  Mr.  H.  L.  Smith,  of  Southam,  who  could  proffer 
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the  actual  knowledge  and  application  of  his  own  prin¬ 
ciples  throughout  the  full  period  of  thirty  years,  in  attes¬ 
tation  of  the  unvarying  success  of  Provident  Dispensaries. 
Plis  theory  and  system  concentrated  and  developed  in  our 
Metropolitan  Society  will  contain  the  sources  from  which 
your  Council  anticipate  very  satisfactory  results. 

Other  public  meetings  have  been  held  at  the  offices  of 
the  Society  and  elsewhere ;  but  previously  to  a  detail  of 
these,  the  Council  would  wish  to  refer  to  certain  unfa¬ 
vourable  statements  which  have  emanated  from  persons 
hostile  to  such  societies,  in  the  columns  of  public  journals. 
None  need  deprecate  a  free  and  honourable  discussion  of 
any  subject  open  to  variety  of  thought.  Conducted  with 
the  usual  courtesies  of  language,  and  by  the  rules  of  a 
generous  criticism,  controversy  itself  will  fortify  truth. 
But,  to  insinuate  that  which  a  man  fails  to  establish — to 
assert  without  production  of  proof — to  demand  intelligence 
and  then  to  suppress  its  circulation :  these  are  the  artifices 
of  a  commercial  press  and  not  the  usages  of  honourable 
literature. 


On  the  16th  of  October,  1850 — at  a  meeting  of  the 
Professors  and  Officers  of  University  College  and  Hos¬ 
pital,  a  resolution  was  cordially  adopted  in  approval  of  the 
system  then  developed  by  Mr.  Smith : — 

A  testimony  of  deep  importance  to  all,  who,  with  your 
Council,  appreciate  the  weight  and  value  to  the  whole 
profession,  of  recognition  by  that  distinguished  body  of 
medical  and  scientific  men.  Their  sanction  and  en- 
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couragement  will  suffice  to  countervail  and  to  obliterate 
the  hostility  and  prejudice  with  which  our  dispensaries 
have  been  assailed  by  a  party,  portion  of  the  medical 
press. 

On  the  14th  of  November,  1850,  a  meeting  was  con¬ 
vened  at  the  Offices  of  the  Society,  Dr.  Moore  in  the 
chair,  the  result  of  which  was  condensed  in  a  resolution, 
which  recorded  an  unexceptionable  sanction  of  the  prin¬ 
ciples  and  proceedings  of  this  Society. 

On  the  24th  of  November  a  similar  meeting  was  held 
under  the  chairmanship  of  J.  Propert,  Esq.,  which  con¬ 
veyed  augmented  testimony  to  the  salutary  measures 
adopted  by  your  Council. 

On  the  25th  of  November,  a  meeting  was  assembled  at 
Southampton,  to  enable  the  original  founder  Mr.  Smith 
to  render  a  detailed  explanation  of  his  system  at  length. 
The  discussion  issued  in  one  remarkable  result — whereas 
a  charitable  dispensary  had  obtained  a  previous  existence 
and  large  pecuniary  resources  in  that  town — the  Com¬ 
mittees  of  that  Institution,  both  Honorary  and  Medical, 
after  mature  consideration,  deemed  it  advisable  to  com¬ 
mute  their  own  established  Society  into  a  Provident 
Dispensary,  on  the  plan  of  Mr.  Smith.  Their  resolution 
was  duly  embodied  and  formally  announced,  and  the 
thanks  of  the  meeting  voted  by  acclamation  to  Mr. 
Smith. 

On  the  26th  of  November,  at  the  offices,  a  meeting 
was  held,  of  gentlemen  connected  with  the  Ragged 
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School  Union,  Henry  Hayward,  Esq.,  in  the  chair,  when 
a  resolution  was  moved  and  adopted,  to  record  the  per¬ 
suasion  of  your  Council : — that  the  system  of  these 
dispensaries  might  be  rendered  strongly  ancillary  even 
to  the  education  of  the  poor.  Because,  by  a  system  of 
surveillance  and  sympathy  in  sickness,  access  would  be 
established  for  the  formation  of  provident  principles,  and 
habits  of  self-control.  The  patrons  and  officers  of  Ragged 
Schools  are  invited,  therefore,  to  co-operate  with  this 
Society,  and  a  plan  has  been  conceived,  which  may  be 
obtained  at  the  offices  of  the  Society,  whereby  the  lowliest 
and  the  most  necessitous  may  attach  themselves  to  a 
Provident  Dispensary,  and  secure  at  an  easy  rate,  the 
sure  succour  of  medical  relief  in  the  exigencies  of 
disease. 

On  the  27th  of  November,  Dr.  Moore  assembled 
your  Council  and  their  friends  at  his  house,  in  Saville 
Row,  when  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie,  Bart.,  accorded  the 
honour  of  his  presidency  in  the  chair,  and  the  advantage 
of  his  approbation.  Mr.  Smith  delivered  an  exposition 
of  his  system,  to  a  very  numerous  assemblage,  medical, 
clerical,  and  lay.  An  energetic  discussion  ensued, 
which  was  closed  by  the  chairman,  in  language  of  great 
encouragement  to  your  Council.  He  signified  the  satis¬ 
faction  with  which  he  had  listened  to  the  statements 
made  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  added  these  significant  words, 
“We  must  try  it.  Any  plan  which  elevates  the  labouring 
classes,  and  makes  them  independent,  should  command 
our  attention.” 

On  the  1st  of  December,  Mr.  Smith  attended  by  invi- 
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tation,  a  full  meeting  of  the  Pathological  Society  of  the 
Town  of  Reading,  an  exemplary  body  of  medical  men. 
In  their  presence,  Mr.  Smith  entered  into  copious  details 
of  his  scheme ;  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  meeting,  that 
if  properly  founded  and  superintended,  the  establishment 
of  Provident  Dispensaries  would  be  fraught  with  very 
great  advantages. 

On  the  23rd  of  December,  through  the  kindness  and 
hospitality  of  Dr.  Little,  of  Finsbury  Square,  a  meeting 
was  convened  at  his  house.  Notwithstanding  unfavourable 
weather,  the  attendance  was  satisfactory.  Mr.  Smith’s 
address  was  received  with  approbation.  Gentlemen  who 
confessed  to  preconceived  objections,  acknowledged  the 
applicability  of  his  system  of  dispensaries.  Certain  in¬ 
dividuals,  only — officially  connected  with  a  section  of  the 
medical  press,  who  came  resolved  to  be  unconvinced — 
continued  in  the  tenure  of  that  resolution. 

Your  Council  have  the  satisfaction  to  report  that,  in 
addition  to  these  successful  meetings  of  the  past  year, 
others  are  announced  under  favourable  auspices  for  the 
early  part  of  1851.  Proceedings  are  in  progress  in 
different  districts  of  this  metropolis,  and  in  various  towns 
of  the  provinces,  in  pursuance  of  the  objects  of  your 
Society. 

In  Edinburgh  your  Council  are  in  correspondence 
with  the  leading  men  of  that  city,  for  the  establishment 
of  a  Branch  Society,  and  they  have  had  the  happiness  to 
receive  the  valuable  aid  and  the  promised  co-operation  of 
Sir  John  Forbes  of  Fettercairne,  whose  name  and  sanction 
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convey  to  every  philanthropic  undertaking,  auspices  of 
success. 

Similar  efforts  are  directed  to  establish  in  Dublin  a 
similar  branch. 

The  correspondence  of  your  Council  has  been  valuable 
and  voluminous.  Letters  from  the  Medical  Officers  of 
existing  Provident  Dispensaries  attest  the  approved  ad¬ 
vantages  of  such  institutions  to  the  lowlier  classes,  and  to 
medical  men.  Mr.  Jones  of  Derby,  author  of  a  practical 
essay  of  great  value  on  the  system  of  Mr.  Smith ;  Mr. 
Spurgin,  Surgeon  of  Northampton ;  the  Mayor  of  North¬ 
ampton  ;  Mr.  Bicknell,  Surgeon  of  Coventry ;  the  Poor 
Law  Guardians  of  Coventry;  the  Free  Members  of  the 
Coventry  Dispensary;  Robert  Thorn ville.  Esq.;  the  Clerk 
of  the  Poor  Law  Guardians;  the  Medical  officers  of  the 
existing  Provident  Dispensary,  the  Free  Members,  the 
Clergy,  High  Bailiff,  and  principal  firms  of  business  of 
Burton-on-Trent ;  these  all  supply  various  and  consent¬ 
ing  testimony  to  the  strong  value  of  provident  dispen¬ 
saries  as  auxiliaries  to  the  exigent,  and  channels  to  the 
generous. 

But,  in  the  establishment  of  these  institutions,  your 
Council  are  anxious  to  explain  that  they  must  be  rigidly 
distinguished  from  Friendly  Societies  and  Sick  Ticket  Dis¬ 
pensaries  ;  in  these  the  management  usually  devolves  on  the 
poor  and  the  ignorant  themselves,  or  the  selfish  monopolist  of 
practice.  Devoid  of  the  aid  and  guidance  of  the  better  taught 
they  fall  too  frequently  into  unscrupulous  and  unskilful 
hands.  Again,  in  the  old  system  of  dispensaries,  the  various 
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defects  have  led  to  the  most  injurious  results.  But  in  the 
Society  to  which  your  Council  have  the  honour  to  belong, 
there  is  a  due  compulsory  provision  for  the  true  interests 
of  the  poor  and  of  the  profession.  Ours  is  not,  as  it  were,  a 
medical  lottery ,  wherein  advantage  is  a  mere  possibility,  and 
succour  a  casual  chance ;  but  rather,  so  to  speak,  a  medical 
insurance ,  in  which  the  subscribing  member  is  certified,  in 
the  hour  of  necessity,  of  medicine  and  attendance  from  his 
own  professional  man. 


In  conclusion,  your  Council  earnestly  and  sincerely 
congratulate  the  Society  on  the  distinguished  position 
and  auspicious  prospects  hitherto  attained.  The  honest 
approval  of  every  right-minded  person  has  invariably 
followed  his  clear  apprehension  of  the  principles  whereon 
Provident  Dispensaries  proceed — great  minds  have  recog¬ 
nised  and  sanctioned  our  London  Society  ;  generous 
hands  have  made  us  the  chosen  channels  of  their  discrimi¬ 
native  patronage  ;  adverse  judgements  have  yielded  to  the 
simple  exposition  of  our  plan — the  most  exalted  members 
of  the  medical  profession  have  ratified  our  efforts  by  their 
concurrence  and  their  praise. 

Be  it  remembered  that  we  solicit  scrutiny,  and  invite 
discussion ;  from  both  we  have  many  things  to  hope,  and 
nothing  to  apprehend.  Most  of  all,  we  entreat  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  medical  profession,  who  are  not  yet  identified 
with  our  Society,  to  approach  and  to  investigate  with  their 
wonted  sagacity  our  principles  and  plan ;  they  will  discover 
that  Mr.  Smith’s  system  of  dispensaries  is  fraught  with 
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singular  advantage,  not  only  to  tlie  lowlier  classes,  but 
to  medical  men.  Instead  of  pauperism  and  imposture, 
they  will  have  to  deal  with  independence,  honesty,  and 
truth.  An  actual  selection  of  patients  is  established  in 
these  institutions  from  among  the  labouring  poor;  all 
the  industrious,  all  the  right-minded  of  a  distinct  locality 
are  embodied  in  connexion  with  the  dispensary,  for 
the  attendance  of  their  medical  men;  and  the  members 
form,  in  reality,  in  their  degree,  the  choice  practice  of 
their  own  districts.  Your  Council  would  congratulate 
the  profession  if  the  prevalence  of  such  societies  should 
lead  to  the  increase  of  combined  action  among  its 
members. 

It  remains  therefore  that  we  proceed.  We  shall  direct 
our  energies  to  the  increase  and  development  of  provident 
dispensaries  ;  and  we  trust  that  these  salutary  institutions 
will  emanate  and  diverge  from  the  common  centre  of  the 
London  Society  throughout  the  land.  We  shall  hope  to 
earn  the  continuance  of  that  patronage,  which  has  so  nobly 
fostered  our  earliest  efforts  for  the  industrious  sons  of 
labour  and  toil. 

We  are  not  ashamed  to  solicit  the  donations  of  the 
wealthy,  because  we  shall  apply  them  very  carefully  in 
the  societies  which  we  establish  to  alleviate  the  anxieties 
of  the  poor.  We  must  continue  to  appeal  to  the  kindly- 
hearted  among  the  loftier  ranks,  and  to  entreat  that  the 
confluence  of  their  bounty,  with  our  efforts,  again  may 
enable  us  to  augment,  by  these  our  institutions,  the  humble 
resources  of  those  who  win  their  bread  in  the  sweat 
of  their  brow.  Aided  by  such  succour  and  strengthened 
by  such  sympathy,  your  Council  can  fully  confide  in  the 
final  victory  of  these  Institutions  over  all  prejudice  and 
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every  doubt.  In  whatsoever  degree  the  principles  of 
these  Provident  Dispensaries  shall  prevail — in  the  same 
proportion  will  the  character  of  the  lowlier  classes  he 
elevated  into  manly  confidence  and  decent  self-respect ; 
and  the  members  of  the  medical  profession  will  be  ex¬ 
onerated  from  the  degradation  of  imposture,,  dishonesty, 
and  deceit. 


(Signed) 

HENRY  LILLEY  SMITH. 
JOSEPH  MOORE,  M.D. 

JOHN  PROPERT. 

J.  B.  DANIELL,  M.D. 

And  for  the  remaining  Members  of  the  Managing  Council. 


AMONG  THE 


D  O  i  O  R  S  AMD  SUBSCRIBERS 

The  S  ciety  has  the  honour  to  enumerate:- — 


The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Spencer  ...... 

50 

0 

0 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Portman . 

10 

10 

0 

H.  L.  Smith,  Esq.  ........ 

10 

10 

0 

T.  Morgan,  Esq.  ......... 

10 

10 

0 

Dr.  Locock  . . 

10 

10 

0 

B.  B.  Cahbell,  Esq.,  M.P . 

10 

10 

0 

H.  M.  Hoare,  Esq . 

10 

10 

0 

Sir  B.  Brodie,  Bart . 

10 

10 

0 

The  Medical  Staff  of  the  Self-supporting  Dispensary,  Derby 

9 

9 

0 

The  Lady  Byron . 

3 

3 

0 

T.  Paget,  Esq.,  Leicester . 

2 

0 

0 

J.  Bacot,  Esq . 

1 

1 

0 

J.  Propert,  Esq . 

1 

1 

0 

W.  Sharpey,  Esq.  ........ 

1 

1 

0 

J.  B.  Estin,  Esq.,  Bristol . 

1 

0 

0 

Dr.  Cowan,  Reading  ........ 

1 

1 

0 

C.  Williams,  York . 

1 

1 

0 

&c.,  &c.,  &c. 


APPENDIX. 


The  Council  have  selected  for  publication  the  annexed 
Letters  and  Documents  as  auxiliary  illustrations  of  their 
Report. 

I. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  11  Lancet.” 

[ The  following  Letter  was  forwarded  to  the  Lancet  but  suppressed 
by  the  Editor,  although  a  passage  was  quoted  with  a  misapplied 
meaning.] 

Derby ,  December  1th ,  1850. 

Sir, — The  animadversions  on  the  self-supporting*  system  of  dis¬ 
pensaries  published  in  your  last  week’s  journal  would  naturally  lead 
your  readers  to  suppose  that  you  are  well  acquainted  with  the 
working*  of  dispensaries  founded  on  this  system — that  you  have 
witnessed  the  direful  effects  of  such  institutions  on  the  interests  of 
the  medical  profession  as  well  as  on  the  poor  and  working  classes, 
and  that  you  felt  impelled  hy  a  sense  of  duty  to  direct  the  sharp  edge 
of  your  lancet  against  a  system  replete  with  mischief,  and  radically 
had.  But  you  certainly  do  not  possess  the  information  on  the  subject 
which  can  justify  the  strong  language  of  condemnation  in  which  you 
indulge,  and,  apparently  conscious  of  your  deficiency  in  this  respect, 
you  somewhat  inconsistently  u  invite  the  communication  of  surgeons 
in  all  towns  where  self-supporting*  dispensaries  are  established.”  In 
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thus  soliciting  information,  I  take  it  for  granted  that  yon  are  honestly 
desirous  of  obtaining  a  knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  are  resolved  that 
your  judgment  shall  not  he  modified  by  prejudice  or  preconceived 
notions  on  such  an  important  subject.  Under  these  impressions  I 
readily  comply  with  your  request. 

The  Derby  Dispensary  was  established  about  twenty  years  ago,  on 
Mr.  Smith’s  plan,  under  the  designation  of  u  The  Derby  Self- 
supporting,  Charitable  and  Parochial  Dispensary.”  Previous  to  the 
'passing  of  the  Poor  Law  Union  Act  one  of  the  parishes  of  the  town 
contracted  with  the  Committee  of  the  Dispensary  for  medical  attend¬ 
ance  on  their  paupers ,  to  the  great  benefit  of  their  paupers  and 
general  satisfaction  of  the  parishioners. 

This  arrangement  of  course  ceased  when  the  Poor  Law  Union  Act 
came  into  operation.  From  that  time  till  about  six  years  ago  the 
institution  consisted  of  a  u  Charitable  Class  ”  in  connexion  with  a 
u  Free  Class.”  Although  great  good  was  effected  by  the  Dispensary 
during  the  fourteen  years  in  which  this  Union  existed,  yet  it  was 
greatly  retarded  in  its  operations,  and  ample  proof  was  afforded  that 
the  two  principles  of  self-reliance  and  reliance  on  charity  are  anta¬ 
gonizing  principles,  utterly  incompatible  with  each  other,  and 
incapable  of  harmonizing  or  indeed  of  existing  together  for  a  long 
continuance. 

In  the  year  1844  the  discontinuance  of  the  Charity  Class  was  with 
much  difficulty  effected,  and  the  Institution  became  remodelled 
exclusively  on  the  principle  of  self-reliance,  under  the  name  of  the 
“  Derby  Self-supporting,  or  Provident  Dispensary.”  Since  this 
alteration  was  made  the  Dispensary  has  become  an  invaluable  institu¬ 
tion  ;  itpossesses  the  entire  confidence  of  the  public  and  has  gradually 
increased  in  usefulness,  popularity,  and  importance.  The  number  of 
Free  Class  Members  on  the  books  when  the  above  alteration  was 
made  was  384,  the  number  of  enrolments  now  is  considerably  above 
twelve  hundred,  and  is  rapidly  increasing.  The  Honorary  Secretary 
with  the  Dispenser  and  two  of  the  Surgeons  in  rotation,  meet  at  the 
Dispensary  every  Thursday  evening  for  the  purpose  of  admitting  new 
members  and  receiving  the  weekly  contributions,  when  the  Dispen¬ 
sary  is  generally  crowded  from  six  till  eight  o’clock.  The  receipts 
average  from  four  to  five  pounds  ;  last  weeh,  they  amounted  to  seven 
pounds,  and  forty  enrolments. 
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There  are  eight  Surgeons  belonging  to  the  Institution  who  are  well 
satisfied  with  the  securities  against  the  admission  of  persons  whose 
circumstances  enable  them  to  pay  for  medical  attendance  ;  and  also 
with  the  remuneration  which  the  dispensary  secures  to  them  for 
medical  attendance  on  persons  from  whom  for  the  most  part  they 
usually  receive  notliiny. 

The  population  of  Derby  is  about  50,000.  There  is  a  General 
Infirmary,  and  the  Self-supporting  Dispensary,  but  no  charity  dis¬ 
pensary.  I  believe  there  is  no  town  in  the  Kingdom  where  the  poor 
and  working  classes  are  better  supplied  with  medical  assistance. 

The  following  conclusions  may  justly  be  drawn  from  the  twenty 
years'  experience  afforded  by  the  Derby  Dispensary  : — 

1.  — That  Dispensaries  formed  on  the  principle  of  self-reliance, 
when  properly  conducted,  are  admirably  adapted  to  afford  medical 
aid  to  a  very  numerous  class  of  persons,  who,  without  such  an 
institution,  would  be  unable  to  pay  for  it. 

2.  — That  the  poor  and  working  classes  highly  value  the  mode  of 
medical  relief  afforded  by  the  dispensary. 

3.  — That  the  union  of  a  “  charity  class”  with  a  “free  class,”  in  the 
formation  of  such  institutions,  is  altogether  inexpedient  and  ought 
never  to  be  attempted. 

4.  — That  the  remuneration  afforded  to  the  medical  officers,  although 
inadequate  as  regards  their  services,  yet  as  they  are  willing  to  co¬ 
operate  with  honorary  subscribers,  in  effecting  a  great  public  benefit, 
they  are  satisfied.  At  the  same  time  such  remuneration,  by  promoting 
a  spirit  of  laudable  competition  amongst  the  surgeons,  becomes  an 
admirable  security  for  proper  attention  to  the  sick  committed  to 
their  charge.  Instead  of  being  derogatory ,  it  tends  to  increase  the 
dignity  and  respectability  of  the  profession ,  and  to  raise  it  in  public 
estimation. 

5.  — That,  to  secure  the  important  advantages  intended  by  these 
dispensaries,  the  co-operation  of  the  public  as  honorary  subscribers, 
is  essential.  By  the  rules  of  the  Dispensary,  the  Surgeon  cannnot 
receive  more  than  3 s.  per  annum,  for  each  person  enrolled  under  his 
name.  If  there  shall  be  any  surplus,  it  is  to  form  a  reserve  fund  for 
any  contingencies  which  might  occur. 

6.  — That  such  Institutions  are  admirably  adapted  to  afford  medi¬ 
cal  relief  to  paupers,  and  if  they  should  be  generally  established 
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throughout  the  country,  might  become  a  powerful  agent  in  the  hands 
of  the  Government  for  superseding  the  present  very  objectionable 
mode  of  affording  medical  relief  under  the  New  Poor  Law  Act,  which 
is  notoriously  unsatisfactory  to  the  medical  profession,  and  therefore 
cannot  secure  from  Medical  Union  officers  due  attention  to  their 
pauper  patients. 

Allow  me  to  suggest  that  sick  clubs,  now  so  generally  established, 
form  a  much  better  object  for  the  operations  of  your  phlebotomizing 
Lancet ,  than  self-supporting  dispensaries.  The  paltry  stipend  given  to 
the  club  doctor — the  indiscriminate  admission  as  members,  of  trades¬ 
men,  publicans,  and  others,  well  able  to  pay  for  medical  assistance — the 
poorer  members  employing  the  surgeon  of  the  club  without  remune¬ 
ration — the  degrading  system  of  canvassing  for  clubs — the  liability  of 
the  surgeon  to  have  his  character  discussed  at  their  meetings  in  his 
absence,  and  himself  expelled  or  retained  according  to  the  caprice  of 
ignorant  members — and  many  other  circumstances  in  connexion  with 
clubs  which  are  highly  derogatory  to  the  profession,  and  injurious  to 
the  interests  of  the  general  practioner. 

In  the  hope  that  your  attention  will  be  directed  to  these  abuses  in 
your  ably  conducted  journal,  and  that  you  might  be  able  to  effect  a 
salutary  reform  where  it  is  so  much  needed. 

I  remain,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  JONES, 

Senior  Surgeon  to  the  Derby  Self-supporting 
or  Provident  Dispensary. 


II. 

Burton-upon- Trent,  December ,  1850. 

We,  the  undersigned  Free  Members  of  the  Burton-on-Trent  Self- 
supporting  Dispensary,  warmly  acknowledge  the  benefit  we  have 
received  from  that  Institution,  and  beg  to  record  our  grateful  sense 
of  the  advantages  we  have  derived  from  it,  and  to  state  how  much 
we  value  the  attention  and  kindness  we  receive  from  the  care  and 
skill  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  Institution. 

(Here  follow  the  signatures.) 
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III. 

Burton* on- Trent  Dispensary ,  December ,  1850. 

We,  the  undersigned  Medical  Officers  of  the  Burton-upon-Trent 
Self-supporting  Dispensary,  haying  had  for  a  number  of  years  ample 
opportunities  of  testing  the  principle  of  the  Institution,  Leg  to  express 
our  sense  of  its  value  and  benefits  applied  to  the  working  classes,  and 
to  state  that  we  ourselves  have  with  pleasure  assisted  its  opera¬ 
tions,  and  consider  it  a  great  improvement  on  the  old  Dispensary 
system . 

Robert  S.  Tomlinson. 

George  Lowe. 

William  Mason. 

W.  A.  Hawks  worth. 

Wm.  Greaves. 


IV. 

Borough  of  Burton-upon-Trent. 

We,  the  undersigned,  with  pleasure  testify  to  the  usefulness  and 
value  of  the  Self-supporting  Dispensary  established  in  this  town,  and 
consider  that  it  has  afforded  incalculable  advantages  to  the  working- 
classes,  as  well  as  to  the  rate-payers,  and  earnestly  recommend  the 
formation  of  similar  Institutions  wherever  practicable. 

John  Richardson,  High  Bailiff. 

R.  J.  Peel. 

Samuel  Stead,  M.A. 

J.  W.  Daniel,  Churchwarden. 

W.  Worthington,  Vice-Chairman  of 
Board  of  Guardians. 

Robert  Tiiornewill,  Acting  Trustee 
of  the  Borough  Charity  Estates. 

Thornewill  &  Warham,  Engineers. 

Bass,  Ratcliff  &  Gritton. 

S.  Allsopp  &  Sons. 
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Y. 

BURTON-UPON-TRENT  UNION, 

Weekly  Meeting  of  tke  Board,  Thursday,  Half-past  Ten  o'clock,  A.M, 
William  Coxon,  Clerk  to  the  Union. 


ON  BURTON-UPON-TRENT  SELF-SUPPORTING  DISPENSARY. 


Burton-upon-Trent,  December  20 th,  1851. 

I  certify  tkat  I  have  kad  extensive  means  of  ascertaining  tke  merits 
of  tke  Burton-upon-Trent  Self-supporting  Dispensary,  from  tke  fact 
tkat  I  kad  tke  management  of  tke  relief  to  tke  poor  of  Burton-upon- 
Trent,  during  six  years  prior  to  tke  introduction  of  tke  new  Poor 
Law,  and  for  nearly  fourteen  years  subsequent  tliereto,  I  kave  keen 
Clerk  to  tke  Guardians  of  tke  Burton-upon-Trent  Union,  and  I  kave 
always  found  tkis  Institution  to  ke  of  tke  greatest  assistance  and 
comfort  to  tke  poorer  classes,  inasmuck  as  tkey  not  only  get  medical 
assistance  of  tke  first  quality  at  a  ckeap  rate,  kut  also  kaye  tke  privi¬ 
lege  of  ckoosing  tkeir  medical  attendant.  And  tkere  is  tkat  sound 
discrimination  exercised  in  tke  admission  of  memkers,  tkat  tke  medi¬ 
cal  profession  is  not  injured  ky  tke  reception  of  persons  wko  are  akle 
to  supply  tkemselves  witk  medical  aid. 

At  periods  wken  ckolera,  fever,  or  otker  epidemic  diseases  kave 
visited  Burton-upon-Trent,  and  tke  villages  in  its  vicinity,  it  kas 
keen  very  keneficial.  Tke  poor  kave,  at  suck  times,  kad  free  access 
to  proper  medicines  to  ckeck  disease  on  its  first  appearance,  and 
tkereky  prevent  tke  spread  tkereof. 

It  lessens  tke  lakours  of  tke  Union  Surgeon  very  materially,  and  is 
consequently  a  great  check  on  humble  independence  lapsing  into 
pauperism.  All  persons  employed  in  tke  administration  of  parockial 
relief  find  in  tkeir  experience  tkat  medical  relief  is  tke  first  step  to 
confirmed  pauperism. 

Tke  puklic  are  muck  indekted  to  tke  unwearied  attention  of  several 
kenevolent  gentlemen,  wko  devote  muck  time  and  attention  to  tke 
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interests  of  tlie  institution,  and  who  so  skilfully  manage  the  affairs, 
that  I  believe  it  is  second  to  none  in  its  usefulness,  and  has  more 
members,  in  proportion  to  the  population,  than  any  other  similar 
institution  in  the  kingdom  ;  although  they  are  so  judiciously  selected 
to  prevent  a  trenching  on  the  medical  profession,  as  aforesaid,  that 
none  of  those  members  would  individually  he  able  to  pay  the  mode¬ 
rate  reasonable  charges  of  a  duly  qualified  medical  man  as  independent 
patients. 

WILLIAM  COXON, 

Cleric  to  the  Guardians  of  the  Burton-upon-  Trent  Union. 


VI. 

From  E.  Bickxell,  Esq. 

18th  February ,  1851. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  yours  of  the  15th  I  beg  to  say  that  I  con¬ 
sider  our  Provident  Institution  has  done  great  good ;  it  is  highly 
valued  by  those  who  have  for  some  years  past  derived  benefit  from 
it,  and  they  would  consider  it  a  great  loss,  should  it  from  any  circum¬ 
stance  be  injured. 

My  own  opinion  is  that  the  principle  on  which  Self-supporting 
Dispensaries  are  established,  is  good.  Discreet  and  careful  manage¬ 
ment  will  guard  against  any  impositions  to  which  all  institutions 
founded  for  the  benefit  of  the  deserving  poor  are  liable. 

We  have  2,140  subscribing  members  at  the  present  time,  viz. : — 
Males,  903  ;  females,  855  ;  children  under  twelve,  352. 

I  have  attended  since  25th  March  last,  601  : — Men,  266  ;  women, 
255 ;  children,  80. 

Deaths  during  the  same  period  : — Men,  4 ;  women,  5  ;  children,  1. 

I  regret  I  cannot  send  you  a  more  complete  statement.  My  col¬ 
league  has  not  kept  an  exact  register  of  his  cases.  I  trust,  however, 
to  be  able  to  send  you  a  better  return  at  the  expiration  of  the  year, 
25th  March. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

E.  Bicknell. 

T.  D.  Hawker,  Esq. 
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VII. 

From  T.  IIine,  Esq. 

Coventry ,  5th  December ,  1850. 

Sir, — I  am  desired  by  the  Directors  of  the  Poor  of  the  united 
parishes  in  this  city  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
3rd  instant,  and  in  reply  to  inform  you,  that  in  their  opinion  the 
Self-supporting  Dispensary  in  this  city  is  much  appreciated  by  a 
certain  class  of  provident  persons,  and  as  such  is  a  valuable  institu¬ 
tion  ;  but  the  opinion  of  the  Board  is,  that  the  rates  have  not  been 
relieved  by  its  existence,  because  the  members  in  general  consist  of 
a  class  that  would  not,  in  case  of  sickness,  think  of  availing  them¬ 
selves  of  medicine  or  other  aid  at  the  expense  of  the  parish. 

I  am,  Sir,  Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  HINE, 

T.  D.  Hawker,  Esq.,  Clerk  to  the  Directors . 

Secretary ,  fyc.  cfc. 


VIII. 

Coventry ,  December ,  1850. 

We  the  undersigned  Members  of  the  Self-supporting  Dispensary, 
Coventry,  learning  with  deep  regret,  that  the  general  principle  of 
such  Institutions  has  been  questioned  and  attacked,  beg  hereby  to 
express  our  strong  convictions  of  the  value  and  great  utility  of  the 
Society  in  this  town,  founded  and  carried  out  so  many  years  on 
Mr.  Smith’s  plan,  and  from  which  we,  as  subscribers  have  derived 
so  great  an  advantage  in  all  that  relates  to  sickness. 

We  also  certify  in  addition  to  this,  that  we  are  many  of  us  indebted 
for  the  preservation  of  our  peculiar  local  privilege  of  citizenship, 
entirely  to  the  influence  and  assistance  of  the  Coventry  Self-sup¬ 
porting  Dispensary. 


(Here follow  the  signatures.) 
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IX. 

From  Francis  Parker,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  Northampton. 

Northampton ,  December  1 6th,  1850. 

Sir, — I  only  received  yours  on  Friday  morning,  having  been  from 
borne.  In  reply,  I  bave  never  taken  any  part  whatever  in  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  Dispensary,  but  I  know  that  it  has  done,  and  is 
doing,  much  good,  and  as  to  the  report  of  its  being  governed  by  any 
party  clique,  or  for  any  party  purpose,  it  is  wholly  untrue. 

I  remain,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  Parker. 

T.  D.  Hawker,  Esq.  Mayor. 


X. 

From  R.  Spurgin,  Esq. 

Northampton ,  December  22nd. 

Dear  Sir, — I  bave  to  apologise  for  a  non-reply  to  yours  of  the 
15th,  with  my  regret,  on  the  ground  of  inability,  at  present  to  yield 
to  your  request,  which,  so  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned,  I  should 
have  done  most  cheerfully. 

In  consequence  of  our  Sessions  having  been  held  on  Friday,  our 
worthy  Secretary,  Mr.  Beche,  was  prevented  bringing  the  subject 
before  our  Dispensary  Committee,  I  conferred  with  my  Colleague  as 
well  as  with  our  Mayor,  on  the  matter,  and  am  glad  to  find  he  (the 
latter)  has  replied  to  you. 

I  find  our  friend,  Mr.  Whitworth,  has  had  some  satisfactory  con¬ 
versation  with  the  Earl  Spencer,  with  regard  to  the  well-working  of 
our  Dispensary,  expressive  of  his  lordship’s  willingness  to  render  us 
his  efficient  aid,  as  well  as  towards  the  establishment  of  similar  Insti¬ 
tutions. 

If  the  principles  of  u  The  London  Society”  be  carried  out  in  con- 
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cert  with  the  Prospectus  circulated  by  your  Committee,  then  a 
vast  amount  of  good  may  be  anticipated. 

The  admissions  of  none  but  the  needy  to  the  benefits  is  a  matter  for 
great  watchfulness  and  deliberate  care  on  the  part  of  the  Committee. 

I  need  not  again  express  my  own  conviction  of  the  advantages,  or 
of  the  due  appreciation  of  our  working  classes  generally,  the  relief 
to  our  poor-rates,  the  prevention  of  pauperism,  the  lessening  our 
small  and  bad  debts,  or  of  the  pecuniary  benefit  as  to  remuneration 
over  the  paltry  remuneration  to  our  Union  Doctors,  and  it  does  seem 
a  monstrous  infatuation  that  the  Guardians  of  various  Unions  are 
anticipating  a  lower  rate  of  pay.  Verily,  who  will  be  found  to  attend 
our  sick  poor  ? 

I  shall  be  most  happy  to  aid  you  all  I  can,  and  wishing  you  every 
success,  remain,  faithfully  yours, 

B.  Spurgin. 

T.  D.  Hawker,  Esq. 


XI. 

DRT11  PANCRAS  PROVIDENT  DISPENSARY,  FOR  THE 
INDUSTRIOUS  CLASSES,  CAMDEN  TOWN. 

The  first  Annual  General  Meeting  of  Governors  of  this  Institution 
was  held  on  the  30th  of  last  month,  when  a  Report  was  presented  of 
its  operations  and  receipts  to  the  31st  December,  1850.  It  appears 
that  during  the  period  which  has  elapsed  since  its  foundation,  1589 
persons  have  been  enrolled  as  members.  From  the  financial  state¬ 
ment  it  appeared,  that  the  sum  of  £68  185.  had  been  received  in 
contributions  from  the  public,  and  the  sum  of  £142  185.  Id.  from 
the  payments  of  the  members ;  while  the  expenditure  of  the  Society 
had  been  £148  5s.  5d.,  leaving  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  Society  of 
£63  115.  2d.  The  income  required  from  the  contributions  of  the 
public,  for  the  efficient  working  of  the  Institution,  was  estimated 
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at  £150  a  year.  Tlie  Society  was  stated  to  liave  given  great  satis¬ 
faction  to  tlie  labouring  classes  of  the  neighbourhood,  and  resolutions 
expressive  of  confidence  in  the  value  of  the  Institution,  and  of  con¬ 
tinued  exertion  in  its  behalf  were  unanimously  passed. 

This  Society  was  formed  in  March  last  on  Mr.  Smith’s  plan,  that 
gentleman  having  assisted  with  several  of  the  u  Council  of  the  London 
Society”  at  its  establishment. 

It  is  a  striking  instance  of  the  disposition  of  the  working  classes  to 
provide  for  themselves  and  families,  when  placed  in  the  right  course, 
and  assisted  by  the  public. 


